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Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska breaks ground on
Foreign Trade Zone

Forest City, Mo. - ​​The Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska (ITKN) celebrated the initiation of
their Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) project with a groundbreaking ceremony on Monday, July 17.
This event marked a significant milestone in the Tribe's pursuit of sustainable growth for both
Tribal and regional economies and Indigenous-to-Indigenous trade across the globe.

Special guest speaker Benson Saulo, Consul-General and Senior Trade and Investment
Commissioner, assisted the ITKN Executive Committee with the groundbreaking alongside
Brandon Roberts, Deputy General Manager of ITKN-owned Grey Snow Construction Services.
Saulo is the first Indigenous person appointed an Australian Consul-General and is a
descendant of the Wemba Wemba and Gunditjmara nations of Western Victoria and the New
Ireland Province of Papua New Guinea.

The location of the Tribe's FTZ is historically significant, as the location in Holt County is part of
the Tribe's traditional lands. In 1837, the Platte Purchase transferred 3,149 square miles of land
from the Ioway and the Missouri Band of the Sac and Fox Tribes to the United States in
exchange for $7,500, some supplies and services, and less than 30 square miles of reservation
land in what would become Kansas and Nebraska.

Foreign Trade Zones are designated geographic areas within a country where businesses can
engage in international trade activities with certain advantages, such as reduced costs related to
customs duties, taxes, and tariffs, while simultaneously enhancing global market
competitiveness for businesses of all sizes.

The Tribe's FTZ will generate job opportunities across Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska as a
part of the Greater Kansas City Foreign Trade Zone, which handles more volume than the FTZs
of Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Minneapolis, and St. Louis. Phase 1 of the Tribe's project includes
the development of a laydown yard covering approximately 50,000 square feet. Future
expansions will introduce additional supply chain solutions and services to the region.
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“The Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska Foreign Trade Zone is a tool to attract businesses that
will benefit from utilizing the zone,” said ITKN Chairman Timothy N. Rhodd. “The zone brings
value to the Tribe and surrounding communities with economic and workforce development
opportunities. This location has many different logistical infrastructures: rail, air, intrastate, and
water, thanks to the Missouri River–one of our most precious beings. This will allow the tribe to
re-establish their ancient Indigenous trade routes and strengthen food sovereignty.”

As part of their vision, the Tribe aims to develop the first Indigenous-owned multinational
corporation engaged in marketing, supplying, and distributing food products to diverse retailers,
institutions, and buyers.

Visit this website for more information about the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska’s Foreign
Trade Zone (iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com/ftz).

Pictured at the ITKN FTZ Groundbreaking Ceremony are Brandon Roberts (ITKN Tribal Member
and Deputy General Manager of Grey Snow Construction Services), Benson Saulo (Australian
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Consul-General and Trade & Investment Commissioner), Chairman Timothy Rhodd, Tony Fee
(Secretary), Cheyenne Colborn (Member at Large), and Vice-Chairman Lance Foster.

###

ABOUT THE IOWA TRIBE OF KANSAS AND NEBRASKA

The Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska (ITKN) is a sovereign
nation and federally recognized tribe organized under a
constitution and bylaws approved on February 26, 1937.
Traditionally, the tribe is known as the Ioway or Báxoje. Tribal
headquarters are situated on a reservation that straddles the
eastern border of Kansas and Nebraska along the confluence
of two rivers—the Nímaha and Nyisoji, also known as the Big
Nemaha River and Missouri River, respectively. The Iowa River
and the State of Iowa were named after the Tribe.

ITKN owns several enterprises including Grey Snow Management Solutions, LLC (GSMS), a
holding company for a collection of tribally owned small businesses known as the Grey Snow
Companies. GSMS offers reliable solutions for fiber communications, construction, renewable
green energy systems, and professional services. In addition to GSMS, the Tribe owns Casino
White Cloud, Ioway Farms, Ioway Bee Farm, Soje, Grasslands, Rutana Tires & Services,
Grandview Oil Gas Station and Convenience Store, Grey Snow Sanitation, and Ioway Seed
Company. ITKN boasts the second-ever and largest Tribal National Park, Báxoje Mowatanani,
or Ioway Tribal National Park. The park recently entered the very first Sister Park relationship
between a Tribal National Park and a U.S. National Park (Effigy Mounds National Monument in
Harper's Ferry, Iowa) and is scheduled to open formally in 2025.

Learn more about the tribe HERE.
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